
Sermon Notes October 26, 2025

The Witness of  the Spirit 
Text: Romans 8.14–17 
Theme: The Holy Spirit gives us our assurance that we are in Christ 

Introduction — Romans truly a delightful and weighty book 
	 • in it, we see that man can know God in several ways 
	 • Romans 1:20 “For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal 

power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since 
the creation of  the world, in the things that have been made. So 
they are without excuse.” 

	 • so, we can know Him as Creator 
	 • we are made in His image, therefore, He has written His law on our 

hearts 
	 • Romans 2:14-15 “For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by 

nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, 
even though they do not have the law. They show that the work 
of  the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also 
bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even 
excuse them” 

	 • it is this law that accuses us when we break it 
	 • so now we also know God as Judge, a judge who judges justly 
	 • but the good news is we can know God another way: as Redeemer 
	 • Romans 4–6 speak of  this, as we are justified by faith, not by our own 

efforts 
	 • and how marvelously this is proclaimed in 8.1:  
	 • Romans 8:1“There is therefore now no condemnation for those 

who are in Christ Jesus.” 
	 • knowing God as Creator cannot save us 

Page 1



Sermon Notes October 26, 2025

	 • knowing God as Judge only frightens us 
	 • but knowing Him as Redeemer is a beloved truth 

Now, in Romans 8.14–17, told a fourth way to know God: as Father 
	 • in order to drive this home in our hearts & minds, God gives us His 

very own Spirit 
	 • and it is this Holy Spirit that gives us our assurance that we are in 

Christ 

How does the Holy Spirit do this witnessing? First,… 
	 I.	 HE LEADS US INTO HOLINESS 
	 • not really a new section as Paul continues to tell us of  Spirit’s work in 

us 
	 • v. 14 clarifies v. 13’s “but if  by the Spirit…” 
	 • v. 14 “For” or “because…” 
	 • those who see Spirit of  God putting to death sinful deeds are led by 

the Spirit 
	 • those who have entered into the fullness of  life are sons of  God 

	 1.	 The leading 
	 • not just a broad, general leading 
	 • something specific because leads to putting sin to death in us 
	 • prompting of  conscience in face of  temptation 
	 • “This is sin; say “No” to it, flee from it” 
	 • also strengthening of  your faith & resolve to live a holy life 
	 • again, comes thru ordinary means: Scripture, prayer, gathered worship 

& fellowship 
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	 	 1) “led” 
	 • has idea of  being led by another who lays hands upon you 
	 • some would even translate this as “those who are driven by the Spirit” 
	 • this means you are constrained by Spirit’s work to pursue holiness 
	 • however, not a violent grabbing & pushing ahead 
	 • remember, in Christ, set free, and sons of  God—children, as we’ll see 

	 	 2) using God’s law 
	 • Spirit enlightens minds as we are in Word, understand 3rd use of  God’s 

law 
	 • Spirit helps us see law as good, perfect, a treasure to be stored up 
	 • now, God’s moral law guides us on path with guardrails around us 
	 • keeps us from making shipwreck of  our faith 

	 2.	 Holiness and assurance grow in us 
	 • as Spirit leads us, our assurance grows 
	 • reality of  beings sons is imbedded further in hearts & minds 
	 • so, by Spirit, we continue to put indwelling sin to death 
	 • this in turn matures the experience of  abundant life in Christ 
	 • knowledge that Spirit is who leads in this pursuit deepens 
	 • assurance is made all the richer as we know we are being made holy, 

sons of  God 
	 • means look, acting, sounding, being more like Christ 
	 • look at my children—you see the family resemblance 
	 • look at Christian—see the same Christlikeness in them 
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	 • all because the Holy Spirit is giving us more & more assurance that we 
are in Christ 

Second way Spirit bears witness with our spirit is this: 
	 II.	 HE REPLACES FEAR WITH FREEDOM 
	 • glorious biblical teaching of  adoption re-enters Paul’s thoughts here 
	 • to be sons of  God means we were adopted for once we were not this 

kind of  children 
	 • Ephesians 2.2 calls us “sons of  disobedience” and “children of  wrath” 
	 • but by grace through faith in Christ—we are justified and adopted 

	 1.	 Adoption 
	 • Roman world of  Paul: adopted son was chosen by the father 
	 • longed for his name to be known & carried on for another generation 
	 • God wants us to bear His name, the glory of  Christ 
	 • so, He adopts us—“in love He predestined us for adoption through 

Jesus Christ” 

	 2.	 Not to slavery but for freedom 
	 • this is the slavery of  sin and death 
	 • saw in v. 2: set free from this bondage, this slavery 
	 • it was the law—the powerful principle—of  sin and death that 

produced fear in us 
	 • fear of  judgment, condemnation, wrath, even of  God Himself  
	 • but perfect love drives out this fear 
	 • so don’t think for a minute Spirit will let you go or lead you back to 

that 
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	 • it is Holy Spirit who fills us with devoted, affectionate, filial love for 
our Father 

	 • reminded this is God’s work—it is monergistic—the working of  One, 
not many 

	 • we couldn’t love God or set ourselves free—God does this thru His 
Spirit 

	 • no longer do we fear Him as Judge 
	 • we love Him as Father, Savior, Giver of  life 

	 3.	 Our dearest Father 
	 • once, child of  darkness and fear 
	 • now, precious adopted son of  God 
	 • so many blessings, so many privileges of  highest order come with this 
	 • not least of  which is how we now seek God with utterly loving hearts 
	 • our heartfelt cry is now “Abba! Father!” 
	 • no one else but my children call me father or Dad 
	 • you know me as Kevin, or Pastor Kevin, or other names or titles 
	 • but only child of  God can use the inestimable title “Dearest Heavenly 

Father” to God 
	 • it is Holy Spirit who brings this great transformation about 

Now, Paul tells us a third way the Holy Spirit builds up our assurance: 
	III.	 HE REMINDS US OF OUR ADOPTION 
	 • allow me to dwell on this grand truth a bit longer 
	 • by Spirit, we have this spirit of  a beloved adopted child 
	 • we are children of  living God 
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	 1.	 Bears witness 
	 • too many today want some ethereal experience of  God talking to them 
	 • they want to hear a voice, a whisper; Scripture is wholly insufficient to 

them 
	 • some look to fortune-tellers, so-called new apostles, even horoscopes 
	 • what we see in truth is this: 
	 • Hebrews 1:1-2 “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God 

spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of  all 
things, through whom also he created the world.” 

	 • Word of  God is how God speaks now, in these last days 
	 • you want to hear God talk? Read the Bible out loud and you will hear 

His very words to you 
	 • yet here, Spirit bears witness with our spirit 
	 • this is a strong inward witness to our own hearts & minds 
	 • so, in good Old Testament fashion, we have two witnesses establishing 

the matter 
	 • we know God has transformed us—changed us by His grace 
	 • Holy Spirit of  God overcomes our times of  doubt & confirms the 

truth in us 
	 • you are a child of  God, this is His witness again & again 

	 2.	 Affirms assurance 
	 • only true believers have God as Father 
	 • only genuine Christian has privilege of  rightly calling God “Father” 
	 • no such thing as universal or worldwide “fatherhood” of  God 
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	 • as an adopted son, Spirit continually reminds us: you are a child of  
God 

	 • what an incredible privilege you & I share 
	 • we know God as Creator, as a just Judge, as our Redeemer in Christ 
	 • and now we know Him as loving, gracious, heavenly Father 
	 • 1689 Baptist Confession of  Faith says, in Article #12 (read) 
	 	 God has granted that all those who are justified would receive 

the grace of  adoption, in and for the sake of  his only Son Jesus 
Christ. By this they are counted among the children of  God and 
enjoy the freedom and privileges of  that relationship. They 
inherit his name, receive the spirit of  adoption, have access to 
the throne of  grace with boldness, and are enabled to cry 
“Abba, Father!” They are given compassion, protected, 
provided for, and chastened by him as a father. Yet they are 
never cast off  but are sealed for the day of  redemption and 
inherit the promises as heirs of  everlasting salvation. 

And the fourth means by which Spirit of  God assures us that we are in Christ is… 
	 IV.	 HE IS THE FIRST FRUITS OF OUR INHERITANCE 
	 • the future glory, our blessed hope, is ever on the apostle’s mind 
	 • he cannot speak of  our present state without also proclaiming the 

future state we share 

	 1.	 Heirs 
	 • if  children, then heirs; and since we are indeed children, we are most 

certainly heirs 
	 • to be an heir speaks of  a future inheritance yet to come 
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	 • one writer said this: 
	 	 • we have an intimate communion with God that rivals the fellowship 

that Adam and Eve had in the garden 
	 • no more fear, no more separation, no more condemnation 
	 • the veil that once kept us out of  His presence was torn in two 
	 • prophets of  O.T.—Hosea & Ezekiel—spoke of  this 
	 • we are children of  living God—and if  children, then heirs! 
	 • remember Mephibosheth, Saul’s grandson by Jonathan, his son? 
	 • Jonathan was the son of  a deposed king, therefore his grandson was in 

same boat 
	 • considered an enemy of  the new king 
	 • that is us—but what did King David do with Mephibosheth? 
	 • took in in, clothed Mephibosheth with royal garments & sat him at his 

own table 
	 • 2 Samuel 9:11 “Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all that 

my lord the king commands his servant, so will your servant 
do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table, like one of  the 
king’s sons.” 

	 • this is what David’s greater Son—the now reigning King Jesus—has 
done for us 

	 2.	 Provided we suffer with Him 
	 • Scripture contradicts false teaching that we are to be happy & 

prosperous alone as Xns 
	 • there is a strong principle laid out that suffering is the path to glory 
	 • sharing in Christ’s suffering—taking up our cross as instrument & 

symbol of  death 
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	 • this is the way of  the disciple of  Jesus 
	 • Luke 24:26 “Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer 

these things and enter into his glory?” 
	 • 1 Peter 4:13 “But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, 

that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
revealed.” 

	 • the way of  the cross leads home, says the old hymn 
	 • [if  time, read hymn #697] 
	 	 I must needs go home by the way of  the cross; 
	 	 	 there's no other way but this. 
	 	 I shall ne'er get sight of  the Gates of  Light 
	 	 	 if  the way of  the cross I miss. 

	 	 I must needs go home in the blood-sprinkled way, 
	 	 	 the path that the Savior trod, 
	 	 if  I ever climb to the heights sublime, 
	 	 	 where the soul is at home with God. 

	 	 Then I bid farewell to the way of  the world, 
	 	 	 to walk in it nevermore; 
	 	 for the Lord says, "Come," and I seek my home 
	 	 	 where He waits at the open door. 

	 Refrain: 
	 	 The way of  the cross leads home. 
	 	 	 The way of  the cross leads home. 
	 	 It is sweet to know, as I onward go, 
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	 	 	 the way of  the cross leads home. 

Conclusion – 21 years ago, animated movie The Lion King was 
released 

	 • Mufasa, king of  the lions, had been killed 
	 • young son, Simba flees for his life 
	 • now grown, faced with decision: to I go back and rescue & reclaim the 

throne? 
	 • father appears in a vision in the clouds & exhorts him 
	 • “Remember who you are” 

Christian, brother, sister, remember who you are 
	 • you belong to Christ 
	 • therefore, we are filled with the Holy Spirit of  the living God 
	 • therefore, we must not live according to our flesh but in power of  

Holy Spirit 
	 • we are sons of  living God, coheirs with Christ, His Son 
	 • this means we flee sin because it is wrong & an offense to a holy God 

who has saved us 
	 • it is also beneath our royal dignity 
	 • we have been raised out of  mire of  sin & death 
	 • we have been given royal robes and seat at His table 
	 • why should we return to roll around in muck and mud of  sin from 

which redeemed? 
	 • it is simply incompatible with who we are to live that way 
	 • we are united in Christ 
	 • but when you do sin, remember who you are: a child of  the King! 
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	 • seek power & strength of  heavenly Father thru prayer & His Word 
	 • if  struggle & doubt God’s goodness & faithfulness, remember who 

you are 
	 • you are His adopted son 
	 • you were bought with a price, and yet you may falter and flounder 

about 
	 • but Christ has not, does not, and will not stumble or fall or fail—ever! 
	 • you are secure in Him 
	 • Holy Spirit bears witness that our assurance is in Christ Jesus 
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