Sermon Notes

The Lion & The Lamb

Text: Revelation 5.1-14
Theme: Only as both Lion and Lamb is Christ our worthy Savior

Introduction — March comes in like lion, goes out like lamb
* entire past week seems to put that on its ear, getting backwards
e yet to see what April will turn out to be, but not a good start
e April showers bring May flowers?
* Minnesotans, never hold breath when comes to weather

What we do know is this: weather patterns produce great contrast
* week to week
* hour to hour

Look at another contrast, of entirely different sort
* looked at book of Revelation some time back
* want to visit again as prepare to gather around Table

Rev. 5: scene is pivotal to entire book
* powerful one: encouragement of believers
* ch. 4: throne room of heaven
* glorious sight, heavenly worship all around
¢ ch. 5 opens with One on throne
¢ none other than God Father Almighty
¢ scroll in hand: scroll of all God’s purposes in history
* written on both sides—so full
e from all eternity God decreed everything that occurs, BCF

Verse 2: angel comes forward with necessary question
* who is worthy to open scroll, break its seals?

And now we see. ..
I. A GREAT CONTRAST
e glorious beauty of heaven
* God the Father, His scroll of history
* marvelous angel
* but listen, hear it well...
* no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth able to open scroll
* no one able to look into it
* even though we think: no tears or sorrow in heaven
* yet John weeps loudly: no one found worthy
* how are we to know how all things will end?
* how are we to know God’s purposes are coming about?
* what is going to happen to sin-filled world, spiraling out of control?

1. Apparently no one worthy, but seriously?

* there have ben wonderful people in past
* some very godly men & women, even call them righteous
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1) Noah
* God’s grace poured out upon him as world prepared to be judged
* Noah: great picture of Great Deliverer to come
* Noah delivered remnant of humanity with ark
¢ surely, he should be able to open scroll

2) Moses
* greatest figure in Old Testament history
* shows up on Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus and three disciples
* Moses, spent days & days on Sinai receiving law of God
* God uses Moses to deliver His people from bondage
* Moses looms large over history
* but no, Moses cannot open scroll

3) Any others?

* 14 even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver but
their own lives by their righteousness, declares the Lord God.
20 even if Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live, declares the Lord God, they
would deliver neither son nor daughter. They would deliver but their own lives by
their righteousness. Ezekiel 14:14, 20 ESV

* Daniel, Job

* maybe Elijah, Isaiah...surely any one of them

* no, not even these

* not even we, in our human and historical pride today are worthy

* we are not righteous on our own

* no, must be someone else

2. What about an angel?

* Michael, great archangel of God

* Gabriel, so often the messenger of great news to man

* no! Not even one of the pure, unstained angels can be one to open scroll

But not left hanging, for now we see. ..

II. THE LION, STRONG TO SAVE

* And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven
seals.” Rev. 5:5

* Lion of tribe of Judah, at last, One who is worthy

¢ scroll will be opened; God’s decrees come to pass

* nothing can hinder God’s will

* not devil, not demons, not angels, not man & his so-called “free will”

* nothing can thwart will of God

* so Lion comes forth and takes the scroll

1. Why this Lion?

* because He is only, begotten Son of God

* He has same substance, power, and eternity with Father
* He has entire and whole essence of God
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* He is Jesus the Christ
* He alone is worthy and the lion marches forth

2. Lion from of Old

* Genesis 49, when Jacob gives blessing to sons, Judah given this prophecy & blessing
* from first book of Scripture to last, here is this Lion

* mighty, majestic, powerful

e and all fall down before Him

* as Lewis wrote in Narnia: “He is good, but He is dangerous in all His power & righteousness”
e this Lion from of old is also David’s greater Son

* Psalm 2 tells us He will rule nations with rod of iron

* he will vanquish al enemies

* yes, great Lion of tribe of Judah

* our strong tower, our refuge, our deliverer whose strong right arm never fails

* let’s watch Him enter the throne room, before all host of heaven

e four living creatures, twenty-four elders around throne

But it’s not the Lion that John, or we are given to see; it is. ..
III. THE LAMB, THE ONLY ‘SACRIFICE

* And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes,
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. Revelation 5:6

* wait, what? I thought we were supposed to see a Lion, a great Lion, greatest of all lions

* strong, power, mighty, able to conquer

* capable of setting all history right with His justice

* now we see the contrast full on

1. Lionis a Lamb

* not just any lamb; this Lamb standing as though slain

¢ slain: killed, dead, looking anything but like Lion

* lamb, even when alive, small, weak frail, susceptible to enemies’ attacks
e yet this is what given to see

2. Lamb is Lion; Lion is Lamb

* glory be to Father and to the Son

* Lion and Lamb are one in the same

* Jesus the Righteous One

* Jesus’ earthly cousin, John the Baptizer, once cried out...

* “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”

3. Perfect imagery

* lamb so often picture of what was sacrificed to hold off wrath of God

e then, again next year, and year after that, and so on

e perfect image of Christ

* Now the passage of the Scripture that [Philip] was reading [to the Ethiopian eunuch] was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth. Acts 8:32

¢ indeed, Lamb of God who came to “abolish death and [bring] life and immortality to
light through the gospel” (2 Timothy 1.10)
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* He is “Christ Jesus [who] came into the world to save sinners....” (1 Timothy 1.15)
¢ all God’s elect know Him, see Him, love Him, adore Him, worship Him

* He alone is worthy to do all God’s bidding pertaining to history

* not just that of whole world, but yours as well

John sees this great contrasting of images of Jesus because. ..
IV. HE ALONE IS WORTHY—OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS
* powerful in majesty
* when seen by His disciples, fell down at His feet
¢ unworthy to even look upon Him
* but also knew Him in His frail and lowly humility
* He suffered through life as part of active obedience to very will of God
e then, suffered even worse as Lamb, all while conquering death as the Lion
* He was indeed a King, One the people would worship and welcome into Jerusalem
* He was sacrificial Lamb whose very life’s blood would pour out
¢ this alone would purchase forgiveness of sins of all God’s chosen ones
e this is why He, and He alone, is worthy to open this scroll in God’s hand

Conclusion — Worship fills air of all heaven in Revelation 4

* And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around
and within, and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord
God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” Revelation 4:8 ESV

* 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship
him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

11“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you

created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” Revelation 4:10-11
ESV

Jesus is worthy of all glory and honor and power

¢ and worship goes on as Lion who is a Lamb comes forth

* Revelation 5:9-10 — And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the
scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed
people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have
made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”

* what a song must have been

* what a sound must have been

* oh, that you & I could hear it soon

Approach this table, we come before this Lion who is a Lamb
¢ LLamb, with body broken and blood poured out
* Lion, who conquered sin, death, and devil
* He broke bonds of death as He arose again the third day
e this meal reminds us: one day we will eat with Him at marriage feast of the Lamb

Revelation 19:6-7 — Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the

roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,
“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and
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give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made
herself ready

As each of you who believe upon Jesus’ name come
* look upon this Lion who is a Lamb
* look to Him in confidence
* He did this for you
* and we will remember and proclaim until He comes
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