Sermon Notes December 15, 2024

Freedom in Christ

Text: Galatians 5.1-6
Theme: In Christ we are free to live by the power of the Holy Spirit

Introduction — We come to another transitional turning point in Pauls letter to Galatians
* Let’s read Galatians 5.1-0, page 1157

Before we consider this text, let’s come to our Father in prayer...

Heavenly Father, may You grant to us the ability to comprebend Your holy Word according to Your divine will.
Let us learn from it. Let us put all our confidence in You alone and not set our affections upon anyone or
anything else. We wonld also pray that our old man with all its lusts and selfish desires may be crucified more
and more each day. We would long to offer ourselves to You as a living sacrifice, to the glory of Your holy
name and to the edification of our neighbor, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Zacharias Ursinus)

As I mentioned, this is the beginning of another transition in this letter
e there are three primary sections of Paul’s letter
e first is autobiographical, chapters 1-2
¢ the apostle has had to defend his apostolic authority in order to defend the true gospel
e then, in chapters 3—4, Paul explains the theology of this very gospel
* the gospel is this: we are justified by grace alone thru faith alone in Christ alone
e this is God’s gracious provision of salvation
* but Paul isn’t interested in doctrine that doesn’t do anything
* 50, he begins the transition here in chapters 5-6
¢ this final section will lay out practical theology: doctrine that lives
* what we’ll see coming up is the good news of the cross & empty tomb applied to daily life

Our theme this morning, and for the rest of the letter is announced inv. 1
* For freedom Christ has set us free
* you could put it this way: Christ has freed you to be free; so...be free!
¢ the closing bit of chapter 4 sets us up for this grand declaration
e you'll recall: we’re not children of Hagar, the slave woman, bound to Mt Sinai
e instead, we are children of the free woman, Sarah, and belong to Mt Zion heavenly Jerusalem
* we’ve been born anew in Christ and are free in the promise of God
* so now, what they—and we—need to do is live free in Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit

When is freedon no longer freedom?

I. WHEN FREEDOM IS SLAVERY

* as Americans, we love our freedom

* we have a singular holiday commemorating our freedom

e there are other ways to proclaim it, celebrate it, declare it, and demand it

* trouble is: we generally want the wrong kind of freedom

e there is political freedom: freedom of speech, of religion, of assembly

* many work for freedom from oppression, poverty, and other societal issues

* but what we want most in America is personal freedom

* Robert Bellah, a sociologist, once said:
* freedom is perhaps the most resonant, deeply held American value...yet freedom
turns out to mean being left alone by others, not having other people’s values, ideas,
or styles of life forced upon one, being free of arbitrary authority in work, family, and
political life.”
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* in summary: we want the freedom to be left alone

1. Naturally selfish

¢ this is why we want to be left alone

* we want to do what we want to do, when we want to do it, wherever we want to do it and with
whomever we wish to do it with

* I don’t know if you you remember my most basic definition of sin, but amazingly similar

e sin is: I want to do what I want when I want

¢ if this is what freedom means, then belief in God becomes inconvenient

e this makes Genesis 1.1 the most problematic verse in the Bible

* In the beginning, God...

¢ if God exists—and He most certainly does—He has the right to have certain opinions and
thoughts about us

e this touches upon what we ought to do

* it covers when we want to do it

* where we wish to exercise such freedom is overseen by God

e and He has many things to say about who may do this with

2. Freedom firom religion

* we have, in our Bill of Rights, freedom of religion—to practice that which we wish

* but, when you see freedom in this self-serving way, what most want is freedom from religion
* many, while professing to believe in God, don’t want to be bound by dogma

e they wish to think for themselves

* submission to religious authority is troublesome, at best

e any talk of guilt, sin, condemnation—that’s right out

* no, we’'d rather be free from God if that what religion is

3. No freedom at all

* bondage is all this kind of thinking produces

* 50, we need to ask what do we mean by “freedom”?

* whether it’s worth having depends upon what we mean

* John Stott, who passed in 2011, was a pastor/theologian; said this about freedom:
* best & truest freedom is freedom from my silly little self, in order to live responsibly
in love for God and others”

* while Stott didn’t say so directly, I’'m pretty sure he got this from Paul

Lets consider the best kind of freedom—mwhat it means to be. ..
II. FREE IN CHRIST
* when Scripture speaks of freedom, it always means freedom in Christ Jesus
¢ this is what Paul says here in v. 1: For freedom Christ has set us free!
¢ as he ended ch. 4, we know our former state was one of slavery
* but Jesus Christ has set us free
* your conversion was a great act of emancipation
* now, the Christian life you seek to live is a life of freedom

1. Set free from what?

* when Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Declaration, it abolished slavery...
* ...in certain states and parts of states, and could not be begun in new territories

* slaves in those states were now free
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* what are we, as Christians, emancipated from? What was our slavery?

* sin, death, and the devil is the answer of Scripture

* every human being is born into this triple slavery

* we are born in sin, and so our natures are sinful

* we are going to die, the curse brought about by Adam in the Garden

¢ the devil who hates God and all things He has created, tempts us & seeks to drag us to hell
* this is what we are set free from

2. True freedom

¢ the kind of freedom most people wish for is simple self-fulfillment

* but biblical freedom in Christ is not self-fulfillment, no matter what some TV preachers say
e it is not political freedom: people in oppressive regimes who are Christian have true freedom
e it is not social or economic equity; Jesus said we’ll always have the poor with us

* the freedom to do whatsoever you please is not true liberty

* no, biblical freedom—and we must, above all things, be biblical—is different

* it is liberation from sin, death, and the devil

¢ and by God’s grace, this is exactly what we get in Christ

3. Free from sin
* Jesus sets us free from sin, and especially guilt
¢ this took place on the cross
* we sing:

Mercy there was great, and grace was free.

Pardon there was multiplied to me.

There my burdened soul found liberty. ..at Calvary
* Jesus died on the cross to atone for our guilt
* while hanging on that cross, He bore the curse of all the law that was rightfully ours
* He offered His life as the just price for our sins
* now, we are free from the wrath of God forever

4. Free from death

* Jesus did this by His resurrection

* Jesus came back from the dead after three days
* He had a real, live, glorious, immortal body

¢ if you are in Christ, death is not the end for you
* you, too, will be raised again to eternal life

5. Free from the devil

* Jesus broke Satan’s stranglehold on humanity

* thru His crucifixion and resurrection, the devil’s head was crushed, as God foretold

e author of Hebrews explains it this way:

* Hebrews 2:14-15—...that through death he might destroy the one who has the power
of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were
subject to lifelong slavery.

6. Only way to this true freedom

¢ the tyrants of our life—sin, death, and devil—can only be broken by Christ

* only way to be free from guilt of sin is hold on to cross where He died for our sins

* only way to be free from fear of death: believe the empty tomb where He was raised
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* freedom from the devil is found only in trusting Christ & His ultimate victory

7. Freedom from the law

¢ this is how Paul has been speaking of it in this letter

¢ the moral law of God still exists, and in Christ, we are now free to obey it

* but the law of sin and death—our need for personal, perfect & perpetual obedience is broken

* when we sin we know Satan seeks to accuse us of our guilt

* the sentence for sinning against a holy God is death—pbhysical and eternal

* but the gospel of God’s free, sovereign grace says the law no longer has this kind of power

* Jesus conquered sin, death, and the devil

* He has freed me from the law’s deadly curse: do this and live! Don’t do this and you’ll die!

* Jesus perfectly obeyed the law I could not keep

* He paid the penalty for such law-breaking in His obedience and death

* the victory He paid for and won is now mine

e therefore, the law of the Spirit of life has set me free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin &
death—Romans 8.2

8. Free to be God’s adopted child

* in Christ, you are free to be who God wants you to be

* you are free to do what God wants you to do

* imagine it: there is nothing you can do or have to do to win His acceptance

e you are accepted in Christ—accepted! Oh, glorious thought

¢ and this freedom is what could be called gospel holiness

* one old theologian from years gone by put it this way
* Christians cannot but be lean and feeble when deprived of their proper nutriment
(the truth of gospel freedom for holy living). It is by faith that the spiritual life is
made to grow

* we are set free by the free grace of God

* no human merit, works, nice-ness can deserve or earn this freedom in Christ Jesus

* He is the only object of our faith...anything else keeps us in bondage

Conclusion — so, are you free? Free in Christ? Free to now live for Him?
* For freedom Christ has set us free!
e it is only by trusting Him, however, that you can be free
e that little baby in a manger, it was He who brought true freedom with His coming
e the light of this liberty shone out that night
* it was set ablaze then some 30 years later on the cross
* the glory of it burns all sin and guilt away like the glory of that empty tomb

We’ll come back, after the New Year, to consider this more
* but throughout the remainder of this Advent season...
 meditate on these truths, consider them every day
* proclaim them on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
» Go! Tell is on a mountain, if you can

Go tell is over the hills and everywhere
Jesus Christ is born!
* sing it loudly, won’t you?
* Joy to the world! The Lord is come
No more let sin and sorrow grow,
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Nor thorns infest the ground.
He comes to make His blessings flow—rthe blessings of true freedom

Far as the curse is found
He does indeed rule the world!
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