
Sermon Notes September 15, 2024

Dying to Live 

Text: Galatians 2.17–21 
Theme: Salvation by faith in Christ promotes godliness and good works of  holiness. 

Introduction — Text before us to consider this morning is Galatians 2.17–21 
	 • pew Bibles 1155 

Read & pray 

Justification by faith alone is a legal fiction 
	 • that is the accusation made by many against the biblical teaching we have considered for the 

past two Sundays 
	 • modern-day accusers use an example of  marriage 
	 • a couple marries for a legal purpose alone—one partner wishes to immigrate 
	 • but they do not love each other, nor do they plan on remaining married long 
	 • in other words, their marriage is a legal fiction, a relationship on paper only 
	 • their charge against the likes of  us is this: 
	 • you are legally righteous but nothing has changed about your character 
	 • in other words, you still remain a wicked sinner 

This is not just a modern-day issue 
	 • Paul addresses this charge in Galatians 2.17–21 
	 • he anticipates an objection that says the free grace of  God that justifies by faith alone and 

includes no works of  our own encourages sin 
	 • “But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is 

Christ then a servant of  sin? Certainly not!” (Galatians 2:17) 
	 • if  we are saved by God’s grace alone, if  we have no part in this, what changes in us? 
	 • what keeps us from lawlessness, since the law doesn’t seem to play a part? 
	 • Galatians and Romans often parallel each other, and we hear this in these words 
	 • “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?” (Romans 

6:1) 
	 • if  you provide full assurance based on grace, there will be no motivation toward holiness 
	 • Paul counters this by saying that salvation by the law promotes sin 
	 • however, being justified freely by grace through faith in Christ promotes holiness 
	 • but even worse than promoting sin, salvation by works of  the law destroys grace 

Let’s see, first, how… 
	 I.	 SALVATION BY WORKS PROMOTES SIN, VV. 17–19 
	 • the Judaizers causing all the trouble in the churches in Galatia had a brain freeze 
	 • they simply couldn’t imagine how you can NOT be saved by the law 
	 • and, if  you are not saved by the law, then you must still be a wretched sinner 
	 • therefore, in their way of  thinking, this free grace of  God in Christ merely kept sinners in sin 
	 • God the Holy Spirit works in Paul to anticipate this argument and respond 

	 1.	 Building on what has already come before this 
	 • the issue that led to the confrontation with Peter is in Paul’s mind here 
	 • it harkens back to just before this, vv. 15–16 
	 • for these Judaizers, if  we are saved by grace & not obedience to the law… 
	 • then what happens to obedience to the law? Does it get thrown out the window entirely? 
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	 • why keep the law if  we’re not saved by keeping the law? 
	 • apparently, they thought the law now became useless and worthless 

	 2.	 Is Christ a minister of  sin? 
	 • Paul asks this in such a way so as to only leave room for one answer: No, may it never be! 
	 • even the Judaizers, who said you must look to Christ (just not alone), knew this 
	 • such a thought, even by these false teachers, was inconceivable 
	 • Christ is the One who revealed God’s free grace to Paul in the first place 
	 • and if, as the Judaizers think, this free grace promotes sin, then Christ promotes sin 

	 3.	 The object of  our faith 
	 • salvation is the work of  Christ, not the work of  the sinner 
	 • Christ is the object of  our faith, not the Law 
	 • you & I are saved by Christ alone, not Christ plus anything else 
	 • so, by asking his question in the way in which he does, Paul reveals foolishness 
	 • to think that Christ promoted sin in any way is ludicrous 
	 • Christ came to remove sin, not promote it 
	 • He came to make us righteous and holy 
	 • “Blessed be the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of  the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.” 

(Ephesians 1:3-4 ESV) 
	 • “And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now 

reconciled in his body of  flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him,” 

(Colossians 1:21-22 ESV) 
	 • it is simply unthinkable that Jesus Christ should be a minister of  sin to anyone 

	 4.	 You don’t have a license 
	 • v. 18 goes on so Paul can make it clear that by being justified by faith alone because of  God’s 

grace alone in the completed work of  Christ alone does not give us license to sin 
	 • it is salvation by works that causes us to break the law of  God even further 
	 • it is this kind of  justification that causes us to be sinners, not the other way around 
	 • Paul uses himself  as the prime example: don’t try to build back better—it doesn’t work 
	 • in a small way, this helps lessen the blow caused to Peter 
	 • Peter was trying to go backwards, back to the separation between Jew & Gentile 
	 • Paul rebuked him for that, and now shows the reason by way of  himself  
	 • if  we go back to trying to be perfect by our own obedience, we are all sinners still 

	 5.	 Paul’s story is familiar to us all 
	 • we looked at Acts 8 & 9 briefly 
	 • he had formerly tried to establish salvation by works—justification by the law 
	 • Paul had tried to earn God’s acceptance 
	 • he said himself… 
	 • “though I myself  have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If  anyone else thinks he 

has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of  
the people of  Israel, of  the tribe of  Benjamin, a Hebrew of  Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of  the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless.” 
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(Philippians 3:4-6 ESV) 

	 • how many have tried this only to have their very lives dashed upon the rocks of  
condemnation? 

	 • Martin Luther certainly was one, believing that pure grunt-it-out law-keeping worked 
	 • it nearly drove him insane until God graciously showed him the biblical truth of  the gospel 

	 6.	 Where lies the problem? 
	 • it is not with the law of  God; it is with the heart of  the sinner 
	 • “Now we know that the law is good, if  one uses it lawfully, understanding this, that the 

law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly 
and sinners…” — 1 Timothy 1:8-9 

	 • we need the commands, statutes, rules, testimonies, promises in the law of  God 
	 • once we are in Christ, the law, rather than showing our guilt, guides us like guardrails on road 

	 7.	 Law convicts; grace sets us free 
	 • v. 19 shows us this 
	 • the design of  the law was to show us where we fall short—everywhere! 
	 • the law was given to reveal our inability to save ourselves 
	 • the law irritates our sinful nature 
	 • we either try to earn God’s favor by trying vainly to keep the law personally, perfectly, 

perpetually 
	 • or, we flat out refuse to keep it, rebel against the God who gave it and still die in our sins 
	 • Romans 7:7-8  says, “What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if  

it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known 
what it is to covet if  the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, seizing an 
opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of  covetousness. 
For apart from the law, sin lies dead.” 

	 • we see this principle all the time 
	 • you tell your children not to do something, perhaps something they’ve never done before 
	 • and now what is it they want to do? That very thing! 
	 • this is the principle of  the law at work 
	 • or, you’re cruising down the interstate and your spouse tells you: drive slower, you’re going too 

fast; be careful, you’re not paying attention 
	 • and what goes on in your heart, if  not actually upon the accelerator! 
	 • in one who doesn’t trust Christ, the law only stirs up sin all the more 
	 • so Paul tells us: if  I promote salvation by your own works, I am indeed promoting sin 

Well, let’s move on to see now how… 
	 II.	 SALVATION BY GRACE PROMOTES HOLINESS, VV. 19–21 
	 • union with Christ—this is the key which shows how one thing leads to another 
	 • justification—by grace alone through faith alone—leads to sanctification—holy living by faith 

	 1.	 By grace we die to the law 
	 • v. 19 
	 • the law does not work to save us 
	 • but the gospel works with the law to conform us to holiness 
	 • we must use the law in our evangelism, to point out people’s sin & inability 
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	 • but we must also use the law in our Christian living 
	 • so, Paul says we must die to the law in our attempts to appease God’s wrath 
	 • but, when we are saved by grace, we must use the law in order to live unto God 

	 2.	 Do this and live—that is the law 
	 • every command of  God promises life eternal if  we would only obey it perfectly & perpetually 
	 • Leviticus 18:5 says, “You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if  a person 

does them, he shall live by them: I am the Lord.” 
	 • but we cannot and we must be shown our inability to perfectly obey 
	 • only Christ has perfectly obeyed and completely kept the law of  God 
	 • therefore, there is the curse of  death upon us all for disobedience 
	 • “Cursed be anyone who does not confirm the words of  this law by doing them.” 	

Deuteronomy 27:26 
	 • you & I are born under the responsibility of  perfect obedience 
	 • but also under the curse of  condemnation for our failure to perfectly obey 
	 • we are not only guilty of  Adam’s violation, but we continue on in our own sin as well 

	 3.	 Yet the law enables us to die to sin 
	 • how can this be? By driving us to Christ, our perfect Law-keeper 
	 • Paul will tell us very soon, in Galatians 3:24-25 — “So then, the law was our guardian until 

Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has 
come, we are no longer under a guardian,” 

	 • the law puts the law to death because the law put Christ to death 
	 • Christ took our place in taking the penalty of  all our law-breaking 
	 • He took upon Himself  the demands of  the covenant: Do this and live—or die 
	 • He perfectly obeyed, thus perfectly fulfilled the covenant’s demands 
	 • He earned life for us; all we need do is look to Him always 

	 4.	 A ransom, but more than a ransom 
	 • the love of  Jesus Christ is the great fountain out of  which His sacrifice flows 
	 • v. 20 
	 • this is how you & I die to the law: we are united with Christ in His death & resurrection 
	 • what happened to Christ, happens to all His people 
	 • the verb Paul uses tells us this happened once and for all, but the results go on and on 
	 • so the power of  sin and the law is broken, freed from the law, curse, and condemnation 
	 • we are under Christ and in Christ, who died for us and lives for and in us 
	 • therefore, we walk in liberty in Christ 
	 • God’s grace through Christ has justified us and set us free to live for Him now 

	 5.	 This is why justification by faith, salvation by grace, promotes holiness 
	 • v. 19 tells us that we have died to the law 
	 • but we have not died to the law as a moral standard 
	 • Christ did not die so we could live selfish and sinful lives apart from any law of  holiness 
	 • no, we die to the law in order to live unto God 
	 • now we have a new power working within us in order to obey the law 
	 • we can now walk in the way of  holiness, where before, we tried hard to leave that path 
	 • so, you can see we need the law…not to live for ourselves, but to die to ourselves 
	 • and when that happens in Christ, now we can live unto God…according to His moral law 
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	 • so now, when you hear: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and your neighbor as 
yourself, you know that you are enabled to do so 

Well, what we see at the last is that… 
	 III.	 SALVATION BY WORKS SINS AGAINST GRACE, V. 21 
	 • if  you keep trying to please God all on your own you just keep living to sin more and more 
	 • if  you, having heard the truth of  the gospel, reject it, you sin against the grace of  God 
	 • once you have heard the song of  Galatians and you refuse to sing along, you live in sin 
	 • Jesus’ sacrifice alone is sufficient to set us free from sin so we may live lives of  obedience to 

the law of  God by God’s grace 
	 • refuse to sing it, hum along to its tune, and you sin against God’s grace 
	 • v. 21 
	 • adding to the gospel nullifies the gospel 
	 • trying to earn grace makes grace cease to be grace 
	 • try to make the law and works do something they cannot makes you a greater sinner 
	 • the gospel of  God’s free grace is the only remedy to our sin problem 
	 • you cannot cure yourself—you are dead already! 
	 • you cannot make yourself  alive—you are dead already! 
	 • you cannot work your way into heaven—you are dead already! 
	 • it is only by trusting God’s grace in Christ’s life and work that you can be saved, delivered, 

redeemed, ransomed, justified 

Conclusion – it the height of  folly to think you can save yourself 
	 • it is pure foolishness for you if  you think you understand God’s grace, yet are proud of  your 

knowledge 
	 • the gospel teaches us that we each deserve God’s wrath 
	 • we fail to live up to the covenant: Do this and live! 
	 • but by God’s grace, He chooses us from eternity before any good was ever in us 
	 • Christ agreed to come, live, suffer, die and be raised again so we might truly live 
	 • Christ has done it all—believe upon His name and receive Him 
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