
Sermon Notes August 4, 2024

A Changed Man 

Text: Galatians 1.11–24 
Theme: The power of  the gospel is seen in transformed live 

Introduction — Passage I want us to consider this morning: Galatians 1.11–24 
	 • read passage (page 1090-91, pew Bibles) 
	 • pray 

Song of  Galatians, so we don’t forget it: 
	 • Jesus’ sacrifice is alone sufficient to set us free from sin so we may live a life of  

obedience to God’s law by God’s grace 

Paul writes to remind these Christians of  that glorious song 
	 • it seems they are being tempted to stop singing it, to neglect it, to forget it 
	 • they are wondering if  Paul’s gospel was not the only one, was not the proper one 

Judaizers: wanted to undermine Paul’s authority, undermining his gospel 
	 • this would allow them to preach their own version 
	 • Paul’s was a law-free gospel, while they would have called theirs “new & improved—now with 

‘Law & Circumcision’” 
	 [always beware of  those who try to bring something new, something undiscovered until now] 

Paul’s first words in v. 11: “For I would have you know, brothers…” 
	 • to make clear, to clarify,  
	 • here is his defense of  apostolic authority from his very conversion 
	 • this denies inadequate sources for the gospel (the Judaizers), and affirms that Paul received his 

teaching/gospel directly from the Lord Jesus Himself  
	 • this was not from man, v. 1, 12; not according to man, not influenced by human origins, or 

human considerations 
	 • in other words: man would not make this up; he would come up with something different—

something like what these false teachers were doing in adding to what God has said 

What we see in this section of  Paul’s letter is the truth behind the gospel 
	 • when one turns to Jesus, a life is made new, transformed and change is the evidence 
	 • Paul had been given new life in Christ Jesus 
	 • and the teaching he passed on had been received directly from Jesus 
	 • as we’ll see in moment, Paul spent time away, isolated, to receive this teaching 
	 • it was divine revelation from the risen Lord Himself  over a period of  about three years 
	 • therefore this gospel is not only true, but carries God’s authority with it 

All could see the gospel change in Paul’s life in… 
	 I.	 HIS CONDUCT — 1.13, 14 
	 • “for you have heard of  my former life” 
	 • this would be what we have in our Bibles found in Acts 7, 8, & 9 
	 • “And Saul approved of  his execution.   And there arose on that day a great persecution 

against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions 
of  Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. But Saul was ravaging the church, and 
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entering house after house, he dragged off  men and women and committed them to 
prison.” (Acts 8:1, 3 ESV) 

	 1.	 The awareness 
	 • “you have heard of  my former life” 
	 • most likely, they knew this from Paul himself, as he would bear witness to Christ’s working 
	 • it is key, also, that Paul refers to “his former way of  life” 
	 • for a Jew, their faith didn’t just get worn when they needed it 
	 • it was their life, involved every aspect of  their life, and was shared with other Jews 
	 • so, to be aware of  what Paul’s life was like before hand is instrumental 

	 2.	 The animosity 
	 • when Paul writes to the church in Philippi, he rehearses this for them 
	 • no one had a greater zeal for the law of  Moses & hatred for these new believers in Jesus 
	 • destruction was his aim and he pursued it hard 

	 3.	 The allegiance 
	 • it was Paul’s adherence to the traditions of  Judaism that made him so fierce as well 
	 • few could say they stuck closer to the law than did Saul of  Tarsus 
	 • he would have been called a fanatic by just about any who knew him or of  him 
	 • and yet, now, after his experience with Christ Jesus, he repudiates & rejects it 

But the change wasn’t simply in his conduct, but also in… 
	 II.	 HIS CALLING — 1.15, 16 
	 • first word in v. 15 is one of  those powerful little words in the Bible 
	 • “But when…” — a mighty contrast is now presented 
	 • this is the change which we heard about when we looked at Acts 9 
	 • Saul of  Tarsus was once a violent opponent of  Christ 
	 • “But God, being rich in mercy, because of  the great love with which He loved…even 

one like Saul” made him alive in Christ Jesus 
	 • and yet, it is not just that Paul “got saved” as we would say 
	 • he could have been transformed and simply disappeared from history 
	 • this was not the Father’s will for him however; there was to be a call upon Saul’s life 

	 1.	 The Person 
	 • this calling was from God, not man 
	 • Paul did not decide to take on this mantel of  “proclaimer of  the good news” 
	 • no institution or organization put this upon his shoulders 
	 • God alone, even before the world began, had a specific calling ready for Saul 

	 2.	 The pleasure 
	 • v. 15, into v. 16: “…when he [God]…was pleased…[to do what He did]” 
	 • this would have been quite unpleasant, to say the least, had Paul known beforehand 
	 • but it wasn’t Saul’s pleasure that mattered: it was the divine pleasure of  God Himself  
	 • do we not know: “Our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases”? 

	 3.	 The planning 
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	 • passages like this thrill me because they so highlight the absolute sovereignty of  God 
	 • “who had set me apart before I was born” 
	 • before Paul was born, God knew him 
	 • “For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.” 

(Psalm 139:13 ESV) 
	 • “Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of  them, 

the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of  them.” (Psalm 
139:16 ESV) 

	 • Paul is not alone, in Scripture, to have this given to them 
	 • “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated 

you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5 ESV) 
	 • “…Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John…he will be great 

before the Lord…and he will turn many of  the children of  Israel to the Lord their 
God,” (Luke 1:13-16 ESV) 

	 • indeed, even you have a calling of  God set upon you for your life in Christ 
	 • are you living it out? Working to the glory of  God? Serving to His praise? 

	 4.	 The passion 
	 • not only is our salvation all of  God’s grace and none of  our doing 
	 • but our service, in whatever you do, is of  His grace 
	 • be the best worker you can be by His grace 
	 • be the best student you can be by His grace 
	 • be the best father, mother, husband, wife, child…do it all by His grace 
	 • make this your life’s passion: recognize you do not deserve it, but it is yours by His grace 

	 5.	 The portrayal 
	 • “to reveal His Son to me”—God revealed Jesus to Paul in his conversion 
	 • now, Paul will go and reveal Christ through his calling to preach the gospel 
	 • his heart’s longing was to preach Christ & Him crucified 
	 • he wanted nothing more now that to know Him & power of  His resurrection 
	 • oh, my brothers and sisters in Christ, do you find your heart burning with this same thing? 

	 6.	 The purpose 
	 • “in order that I might preach him” 
	 • this would not be a one time event or happening for Paul 
	 • he would preach and preach again, over and over lifting up Jesus and Him crucified 
	 • the great apostle would not be satisfied unless he was proclaiming the name of  Jesus 

	 7.	 The people 
	 • “among the Gentiles” tells us what God had already done to set him apart 
	 • “But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of  mine to carry my 

name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of  Israel.” (Acts 9:15 ESV) 
	 • true, Paul often went to the synagogues first, but finally they rejected him utterly 
	 • so God brought him to the Gentiles, to those “other sheep” of  Jesus’ flock Christ spoke of  
	 • note that God sends Paul not where he necessary wants to go 
	 • not to a people that he initially found conducive 
	 • but he would go where God led him…and praise His name forever that He did this 
	 • how would you have ever heard the gospel had God not done this? 
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His conduct was changed dramatically, as was his calling, but also… 
	 III.	 HIS CREED — 1.16–19 
	 • a creed is a statement of  what we believe; it is the message of  our faith 
	 • The Apostles’ Creed is a summary of  what the apostles believed and taught 
	 • Paul’s message is the good news of  Jesus Christ 
	 • because of  the critics in Galatia, Paul must now defend this creed 

	 1.	 The seeking 
	 • end of  v. 16, into v. 17: “I did not immediately consult with anyone; nor did I go up to 

Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me.” 
	 • why didn’t Paul do this? 
	 • I believe it was because the Lord instructed him to go elsewhere so He could teach Himself  
	 • for three years, Jesus taught Paul what He had taught the other apostles 
	 • I had three years of  seminary training, but I would love to have sat in on this teaching time 
	 • I also believe this was to show that he didn’t get his teaching from men, even apostles 
	 • it was directly from the Lord Jesus Himself, therefore every bit as full of  power & authority 

	 2.	 The source 
	 • what Paul does here is continue to reinforce the gospel he preached was authentic 
	 • Paul was no second-hander: a second-hander never studies & learns himself  or herself  
	 • they just gather from others and then pass along warmed-up leftovers 
	 • Paul would have none of  this, so he went somewhere far removed to learn from Jesus 

	 3.	 The support 
	 • v. 18–19 
	 • “Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him 

fifteen days. But I saw none of  the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother.” 
(Galatians 1:18-19 ESV) 

	 • when Paul finally gets to Jerusalem, he was welcomed by the apostles 
	 • perhaps not initially, of  course; they may have been like Ananias in Damascus 
	 • we read about this in Acts 9.26–28 
	 • “And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they 

were all afraid of  him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. But Barnabas 
took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the road he 
had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly 
in the name of  Jesus. So he went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching 
boldly in the name of  the Lord.” (Acts 9:26-28 ESV) 

	 • they confirmed the gospel he had received and would preach 
	 • Paul’s was not a different kind or variety; it was not something else altogether 
	 • it was the gospel & they knew he had gotten it from Christ Himself  
	 • he met with Peter for 15 days—not talking about the weather, but the gospel 
	 • and Peter, having heard what Paul had heard and seen, then knew: this is the real thing 
	 • what a confirmation this would have been 
	 • what a sign of  Paul’s authority 
	 • what a gift of  God’s grace to the calling he had received 

In his defense of  his apostolic authority brought about by Jesus, he goes on to talk about… 
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	 IV.	 HIS CONFINEMENT — 1.21–24 
	 • now, don’t think of  this as Paul being sent away for any bad reasons 
	 • he goes in order to confine himself  to fulfilling the calling of  God upon his life 
	 • he goes from Jerusalem, even to his home town, to confine himself  to his great task 

	 1.	 The place 
	 • Paul went into these areas of  Syria and Cilicia, to the north of  Judea 
	 • this was not because he didn’t want to be around the other apostles 
	 • this was due to the particular calling he had received 
	 • and because there were already many apostles in Jerusalem and Judea preaching the gospel 
	 • Tarsus, Paul’s home town, was in Cilicia 
	 • we also know, eventually, Barnabas would go there and bring Paul to Antioch 
	 • the church was growing quickly there and Barnabas wanted Paul to preach 
	 • it is also where they will be sent to Galatia on their first missionary journey 

	 2.	 The period 
	 • during this intervening time, Paul studies and learns more of  Jesus 
	 • he proclaims the gospel, spreading the news that Jesus is the Son of  God 
	 • Jesus is the One who came suffered, died, and was raised to new life 
	 • when God was ready for Paul to do more, Barnabas comes for him 

	 3.	 The product 
	 • v. 22 tells us that Paul was still unknown as a proclaimer of  Jesus Christ 
	 • this freed him, during this “quiet time” to preach openly, without distraction 
	 • what we see coming out of  this is something marvelous 
	 • v. 23 bears witness to the powerful witness of  a completely transformed life 
	 • the One Saul of  Tarsus hated is now the One he so joyously talks about 
	 • and is that not the way it is supposed to be for any of  us? 
	 • we may not have persecuted the church or had Saul’s reputation… 
	 • but the preach and bear witness with the evidence of  a changed life is ours 
	 • if  people hear us talking about being a Christian now but see no change, hear no change 
	 • then what is the point exactly? 
	 • change…this is what God brings about 
	 • transformation…Jesus produces this in our lives 
	 • so now, in the power of  the Holy Spirit, live it, tell it, see what Christ will do through you 

	 4.	 The praise 
	 • v 24 is the resultant worship of  God through all this 
	 • “And they glorified God because of  me” says Paul 
	 • true, few more dramatic changes of  a life occur than Paul’s 
	 • this change was so great, it took time for those who knew him to fully accept him 
	 • but this change shows the power of  the gospel 
	 • it changes lives as nothing else can change them 

Conclusion – we truly need to pray for one another & the evidence of  a gospel-changed life 
	 • “To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of  his calling 

and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of  faith by his power, so that 
the name of  our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the 
grace of  our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 ESV) 
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	 • other believers—you here at Albion—“…they will glorify God because of  your 
submission that comes from your confession of  the gospel of  Christ…” (2 
Corinthians 9:13 ESV) 

These poor churches and believers in Galatia 
	 • false teachers had come in preaching a completely different gospel…a deadly one, at that 
	 • the churches were being told: Faith in Christ is not enough; you need more than that 
	 • but the good news of  God’s free sovereign grace found in Jesus alone is all we need 
	 • and the life that is changed by this grace speaks loudly 
	 • may our lives bear witness to the power of  God in the gospel of  Jesus Christ
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