
Sermon Notes June 30, 2024

When People Are Big & God is Small 

Text: Galatians 1.10 
Theme: Servants of  Christ and His gospel cannot be people-pleasers 

Direct your attention to Galatians 1.10 (page 1154, pew bibles) 
	 • read text 
	 • pray 

Introduction — What Do You Think of  Me? And Why Do I Care? 
	 • When People Are Big, and God is Small 
	 • titles of  two books by Ed Welch, a Christian Biblical Counselor 
	 • both books deal with our very strong human tendency to be people-pleasers 
	 • people-pleasers have an inordinate desire to please other people 
	 • servants of  Christ, as Paul calls himself, have an all-consuming passion to please God 
	 • people-pleasers are motivated by the fear of  what other people think of  them 
	 • servants of  Christ live in the fear of  the Lord 
	 • people-pleasers try to serve God, but most often serve so others think well of  them 
	 • servants of  Christ instead to serve by meeting the real needs of  others 
	 • when people-pleasers don’t get man’s approval, they are anxious, worried, distraught 
	 • genuine love for others drives the servant of  Christ 
	 • they let God take care of  approval or disapproval 

Which one are you most like? 
	 • a people-pleaser or a servant of  Christ? 
	 • this is the question Paul confronts the Galatians with here in v. 10 
	 • For am I now seeking the approval of  man, or of  God? Or am I trying to please man? 

If  I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of  Christ. 
	 • he asks this question because he knows the Galatians are losing this battle 
	 • they are living to please man, not God; they want these invading false teachers to like them 
	 • this is, in part, why they are forsaking the gospel, abandoning grace, & turning from God 
	 • but Paul also realizes that these Judaizers are also people-pleasers 
	 • he tells us so, near the end of  his letter 
	 • It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who would force you to be 

circumcised, and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of  
Christ. For even those who are circumcised do not themselves keep the law, but they 
desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh. 

(Galatians 6:12–13 ESV) 

Is it any wonder then, at this point, that Paul injects this theme into his letter? 
	 • he knows that if  he lets these young Christians live to please man, they will fall away 
	 • it is a serious piece of  the crisis going on in these churches 
	 • so, even in his own self-defense, he stresses this point upon them…and to us, as well: 
	 • people-pleasers do not make good servants of  Christ 

Let’s consider why this is so; first… 
	 I.	 PEOPLE-PLEASERS CAVE UNDER PRESSURE FROM INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE 
	 • man-pleasers are easily swayed by those who count, usually in society’s eyes 
	 • even those who have some strong hold upon us, do so because we want them to like us 
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	 • if  people were unimportant to you, you wouldn’t care what they thought of  you 
	 • it is why peer-pressure is so strong in young teenagers 
	 • it is why we often cannot say “No” to peoples requests, even if  we want to 
	 • but when a person’s opinion of  you matters too much, you do anything to please them 

	 1.	 Paul knew this kind of  pressure 
	 • much of  chapter 2 describes the struggle Paul had regarding this matter 
	 • there was a group tempting him to compromise his gospel-rooted principles 
	 • frequently, you & I face this same temptation to fudge the gospel, to not be so strict 
	 • Paul tells us his trip to Jerusalem to meet with the early church leadership 
	 • Jewish believers pressured him exceedingly greatly to have Titus, a Gentile convert, circumcised 

	 2.	 People-pleasers cave in under this pressure 
	 • you’d compromise your biblical convictions to keep an influential person’s interest in you 
	 • you’d forsake the essence of  the gospel to get a promotion at work 
	 • rather than face disapproval or being shunned by friends, you give up what matters most: God 

	 3.	 Servants of  Christ strive to stand their ground 
	 • they know this is by God’s grace 
	 • it is the Holy Spirit who strengthens them 
	 • but they say, along with Paul, what he says in 2.5… 
	 • to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of  the 

gospel might be preserved for you. 
	 • this is hard; I’d be a fool to tell you otherwise 
	 • it can prove costly, even as it proved to be so for Paul 
	 • he had to be proven to be an apostle, even though “one untimely born” as he called himself  
	 • now, perhaps that favor was threatened when he took his gospel stand 
	 • but if  he compromised here, he could never have preached the gospel with authority again 
	 • Paul would have become a man-pleaser, not a servant of  Christ 

Another reason servants of  Christ cannot be people-pleasers is because… 
	 II.	 PEOPLE-PLEASERS IGNORE HARMFUL HYPOCRISY 
	 • the ancient word for “hypocrite” was a theatrical one 
	 • it meant one who wore a mask 
	 • and if  that doesn’t describe hypocrisy, I don’t know what does 
	 • nothing corrodes sweet, strong fellowship like hypocrisy in the church 
	 • you say one thing and do another, you profess to believe but live the exact opposite 
	 • this damages not just the individual; it harms the church 
	 • servants of  Christ work at lovingly confronting and bearing with that person 
	 • their love of  Christ seeks to stem the spread of  the gangrene of  hypocrisy 

	 1.	 People-pleasers don’t do confrontation 
	 • even when they see sin clearly in front of  them, in a dear brother or sister in Christ 
	 • confrontation might make them dislike you, think less of  you, gossip about you wrongly 
	 • instead, man-pleasers ignore sins like hypocrisy 
	 • they brush it under the carpet and hope it will all work out in the end 
	 • I suffered the consequences of  this years ago 
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	 • I had just taken the call to a recent church plant in central Iowa 
	 • I was told, during the call process, that all issues & conflicts had been settled & reconciled 
	 • however, just three weeks into my time there, it all blew up in everyone’s faces 
	 • apparently, the head of  the district at that time, came in to help resolve a serious matter 
	 • in essence, he told them, you need to all get along if  you want to call your first pastor 
	 • he didn’t settle it, resolve it, reconcile anyone to another  
	 • it all got swept under the rug 
	 • he was a man-pleaser; he wanted the rest of  the people of  that young church to be the same 
	 • but the danger that lurked stagnated quickly and brought the death of  that church plant 

	 2.	 Servants of  Christ lovingly confront as needed 
	 • in Galatians 2.11–14, Paul had to do this with the Apostle Peter 
	 • yes, Peter, head spokesman for the Apostles 
	 • denied-his-savior-three-times Peter; restored-three-times Peter 
	 • first apostle to witness the gospel to a Gentile Peter 
	 • But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood 

condemned. 

	   For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when 
they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. 

	   And the rest of  the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was 
led astray by their hypocrisy. 

	   But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of  the gospel, I said to 
Cephas before them all, “If  you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, 
how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?” 

(Galatians 2:11–14 ESV) 
	 • had Paul not held his ground and served Christ, many would have been led astray 
	 • Paul, once a Pharisee, a master at hypocrisy, now gloriously changed by Christ, did this 
	 • he did it because he loved Peter and the others 
	 • he did it because he loved the gospel of  God’s free sovereign grace 
	 • but most of  all, he confronted in this way because he loved the Lord Jesus Christ 

	 3.	 Failure to confront lovingly damages the church 
	 • churches become spiritually weak, anemic, listless 
	 • these kinds of  churches become breeding grounds for people-pleasers 
	 • here in Minnesota, we just call it being “Minnesota Nice” within the church 
	 • but the roots are in wanting the approval of  man, not of  Christ 
	 • we cannot afford to let it simmer and stew 
	 • we cannot allow it to fester and turn rotten 
	 • we must not avail such sin to ever prosper 
	 • servants of  Christ will not stand for it; they will seek to fulfill the law of  Christ 

Paul was such a servant of  Christ, and he only preached Christ, and Him crucified. Howeveer, … 
	 III.	 PEOPLE-PLEASERS HIDE FROM THE SHAME OF THE CROSS 
	 • no one of  us likes to be embarrassed…it’s…well, embarrassing 
	 • but those living for the applause and accolades of  others despise it greatly 
	 • it’s like a small death to the soul of  a people-pleaser 
	 • on the other hand, to be a servant of  Christ means taking up your cross 
	 • every single day, you do this and follow Christ, no matter what 
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	 • no matter what—that is the difficult part, for the cross is not just death to self  
	 • it is a tool of  humiliation as well 

	 1.	 Death on a cross is a most shameful death 
	 • crucifixion was both painful and gruesome 
	 • I daresay, our overly sensitive culture would never consider such a punishment 
	 • Josephus, a 1st-century historian, called is “the most wretched death” 
	 • another great Roman orator, Cicero, knew it as “so horrible a deed.” 
	 • the one being put to death on a cross suffered ever so much 
	 • he was beaten, stripped naked, nailed hands and feet to the wood 
	 • then, he was made to stand in plain daylight, in sight of  any who passed by 
	 • these onlookers would mock, jeer and ridicule the one hanging on the tree 
	 • all the while, the one suspended there helplessly and hopelessly choked to death 

	 2.	 Jesus died on the same kind of  cruel cross 
	 • publicly executed, in a most embarrassing and humiliating manner 
	 • “…the founder and perfecter of  our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame…” (Hebrews 12:2 ESV) 
	 • it was shameful for Jesus then 
	 • it was shameful for all who were called by His name 
	 • and it is still so for those servants who will live by His will and not their own 

	 3.	 Paul knew this same kind of  suffering 
	 • he suffered greatly for the name of  Christ, for the gospel of  Jesus Christ 
	 • when he said that Gentile converts did not need to be circumcised, he suffered 
	 • his own Jewish kinsmen hated him for this 
	 • in Lystra, home to one of  these churches, they stoned him and left him for dead 
	 • perhaps this is why he can say, at the end of  his letter here… 
	 • From now on let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the marks of  Jesus. 

(Galatians 6:17 ESV) 

	 4.	 People-pleasers will not suffer this kind of  treatment 
	 • and it is these who are stirring up trouble, as Paul calls it in v. 7 
	 • Paul sees through their hypocrisy and calls them out 
	 • It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who would force you to be 

circumcised, and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of  
Christ. (Galatians 6:12 ESV) 

	 • that is their agenda: keep up appearances, avoid hardship and embarrassment 
	 • don’t say “no” to others, make them like you 
	 • even if  it means forsaking the one thing that saved you…do it for the people 

	 5.	 No fudging or forsaking the cross 
	 • if  Paul would just vacillate a little on the gospel, how much easier could it have gone 
	 • lighten up on the preaching of  the cross, make concessions on the gospel 
	 • but Paul was a true servant of  Christ and would not do it 
	 • he could have changed the story 
	 • But if  I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that 

case the offense of  the cross has been removed. (Galatians 5:11 ESV) 
	 • but he would not; he could not 
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	 • But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of  our Lord Jesus Christ, by which 
the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (Galatians 6:14 ESV) 

	 6.	 Servants of  Christ have already died to self  and this world 
	 • I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 

And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of  God, who loved me and 
gave himself  for me. (Galatians 2:20 ESV) 

	 • yes, it is costly to follow Christ, but a servant of  Christ bears it gladly 
	 • a people-pleaser avoids it, tries the wide path traveled by so many others who like you 

	 7.	 Fight the idolatry of  being a people-pleaser 
	 • other people become idols and you bow to their whim and wishes 
	 • you yourself  become your own idol, requiring approval and satisfaction to appease your guilt 
	 • oh, brothers and sisters, fight this; tear down those idols 
	 • this is why Paul knows people-pleasing is the opposite of  following Christ 
	 • If  I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of  Christ. (Galatians 1:10) 

So, as Paul says, we must consider ourselves dead and dying to the world and… 
	 IV.	 FIGHT THE PEOPLE-PLEASER WITHIN YOU 
	 • if  it is true, that Galatians is a letter written to recovering Pharisees… 
	 • then we must go tooth and nail against this sin 
	 • but how? The same way we fight any other sin: 
	 • fighting the fight of  faith, trusting in all that God is for us in Christ 

	 1.	 Know that Christ has taken all the judgment against us 
	 • And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of  your flesh, God 

made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the 
record of  debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing 
it to the cross. (Colossians 2:13–14 ESV) 

	 • know with great confidence that “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1 ESV) 

	 2.	 Be assured that only God’s judgment of  you counts 
	 • in fact, He has taken care of  His judgment of  wrath and punishment 
	 • then you can say “But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or 

by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. For I am not aware of  
anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges 
me. (1 Corinthians 4:3–4 ESV) 

	 • do not wait upon the judgment and assessment of  others; look only to God 
	 • people are fickle, erring all the time in their criticisms 
	 • God simply wants one thing from us: “faith working through love” — Galatians 5.6 

Conclusion – Galatians: a letter to recovering Pharisees 
	 • this means that people-pleasers are still stuck in the camp of  these hypocritical Pharisees 
	 • servants of  Christ, however, have been set free in Christ to live for Him 
	 • servants of  Christ are free from worry, liberated from hypocrisy, released from man’s favor 
	 • what a sweet thing it is to be in Christ, serving Christ, and waiting to hear… 
	 • Well done, good and faithful servant!
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